
The Counter 
Reformation and the 

Impacts of the 
Reformation



The Catholic 
Reformation

In the 1500s and 1600s the Catholic Church set out to 
improve their Church and stop the spread of 
Protestantism. 

-Catholic Church responds to the Protestant 
Reformation by trying to reform and address the 
issues of the Church, including an end to the sale of 
indulgences. 

•The Council of Trent was formed to end abuses in the 
Catholic Church, enforce a code of behavior, and train 
new priests.

•The Society of Jesuits was founded to help bring 
Protestants back to Catholicism.

● Spain forced Muslims and Jews to be Catholic.

● The Spanish Inquisition was a religious court that 
tried and punished individuals it accused of heresy; 
over 2,000 Spaniards were executed.



A divided 
Europe

By the mid 1500s, most northern 
Europeans were Protestants and most 
southern Europeans were Catholic. 

Kings and Queens expected their subjects 
to follow their religion: those who did not 
were persecuted for their religious beliefs. 

Protestant monarchs persecuted 
Catholics, and Catholic monarchs 
persecuted Protestants.

Protestant and Catholic states also 
executed close to 50,000 people (mostly 
women) for being “witches.”



Religious 
Wars

Anger, distrust and bitterness between 
different religious groups led to a series 
of Religious Wars that lasted until the 
1650s.

The English gained respect as defenders 
of Protestantism when they defeated the 
Spanish Armada in 1588.

-The Spanish Armada was a huge fleet of 
Spanish ships sent by King Philip in 1588 to 
attack England. 



Religious 
Wars

-French Protestants (called Huguenots) 
were persecuted for their beliefs by 
Catholic kings.

•King Henry IV ended years of conflict 
between the Catholics and Protestants 
in France when he issued the Edict of 
Nantes in 1598.

•The Edict of Nantes declared 
Catholicism the official religion of 
France but allowed Protestants to 
worship.



Thirty 
Years War

The Thirty Years’ War was a struggle 
among European nations over religion, 
territory, and wealth.

-Thirty Years’ War ended in 1648 with the 
Treaty of Westphalia. 

-Treaty of Westphalia gave sovereignty, 
or complete control of a territory, to 
local rulers. This created the foundation 
for modern-day nations. 



Impact of the 
Reformation

-The spread of Protestantism led to a growth in 
nationalism= people began to identify with their 
nation. 

-Official state religions strengthened national unity. 

-Monarchies through Europe became more powerful as 
the influence of the Catholic Church weakened. 

-Protestantism also planted the seeds of democratic 
ideas. 

-The Reformation made more people willing to 
challenge authority. 

-Protestant Church leaders were often times elected, 
not chosen. This helped prepare the way for 
democracy. 

.



Summary
How did 
the 
Reformatio
n divide 
the 
Christian 
Church, 
millions of 
people, and 
European 
states? 


